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EP has been well established since 2014

|
The success of EP has mainly benefitted very

young babies.

EP aims to protect our older children from
additional moves and additional loss.

|
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Benefits

v Statutory Obligo\tion to consider EP
v' EP works with the goal of achieving a culture change
v Keeping siblings together

v Adoption an option for older children with a plan of
ongoing direct

v" National Fostering Shortage
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Moving Older
Children in EP

Moving from a child’s birth family into a new home will be a traumatic and frightening experience.

Add to this, the uncertainty of where you will live permanently will no doubt be terrifying.

How this mowe is managed whether it be planned in advy or in more urgent will make a di

Think about some of the factors below and consider whether you are able to address some of these areas toimprove
the experience of a move for older children.

Identifying Trusted
Adults
When working with children, explore their support
network and who children present as most
comfortable. This may be a teacher, childcare
professional, heafth professional or relative.

Awareness of Self
Children in frightening and unpredictable situations
will be looking to the adults in their company for signs
of safety.

Understanding your own current emotions, your use of
certain words, body language and general
presentation will be helpful

Would there be any possibiity that this individual
could help in offering reassuranca?

The more you check in with yourse!f, the more you can
offer a child the emotional support and feelings of
safety they nesd.

Mo matter how experienced you are, this is an
upsetting situation and it's important that you check in
with 3 colleague or manager afterwards.

Could this person of safety have some invohvement in
the transition to give the child access to those they can
trust?

Space for Questions
Giving children space to ask questions
with individuals they feel able to talk to
could be useful.

Visual Aids
The mere predictable a situstion can be, the safer children may fesl.

There may be occasions where children
can spend time with 2 social worker (or
professional that is known to them)
where they can talk through what is
happening.

Would therz be an opportunity to create welcome books, recording.

Woudd there be opportunities for a welcome bage g a toothbrush,
toiletries, a little reassuring personalised note.

Isems that could help 3 child feel wanted, special and cared for. This may be that rather than go straight

10 their new home, they can have time to
hear what will be happening nex: and ask
questions they may not feel able to ask

later.

It may help to send the EP children’s book to the identified EP carer to
‘complete so that it can be shown to the child before they arrive in the
placement.

validate
The situation will be distressing for all, no one involved would wish for a child to move from birth family if at all
possible.
It will be important to acknowledge the situation so that children can see that professionals care that it is
upsetting and that they are upset for the child. Validating how hard this is for children will ensure that they know
professionals do cars.
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Talking Adoption

Genetics and Adoption

Talking Adoption
Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder

FASD and Adoption

Talking Adoption:

Resources pack

NORTHWEST
INNOVATIVE
MATCHING
PROJECT

The North West Early Permanence Project

Adoption
‘\& England

regional adoption agencies working together

Talking Adoptic 2
Ongoing Contact

Ongoing Contact in Adoption

Education and Attachment in
Adoption
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Adoption
Northwest

A shared space for the marketing
experts to come together and
create a larger scale marketing
campaign that would benefit all.
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We would like your help

Side By Side
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Thank you for

your time

Northwest Early
Permanence for Older
Children (4+ Years)

Cathy Sowden and
Kayleigh Starkie
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